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Country Profile – Republic of Kosovo
Kosovo, is centrally located in the Balkans. Bordered by 
Macedonia, Albania, Serbia and Montenegro, Kosovo became 
independent this year. p y

Land Area: 10,887 km2 (4,203 square miles).
Land Use: Agriculture (53% of which 40% unutilized), Forest (41%). Other 
(6%)
Population: Approximately 2 1 million including approximately 450 000Population: Approximately 2.1 million, including approximately 450,000 
diaspora.
People: 90% Albanians, 8% Serbs, 2% others (Croats, Roma, Turks).
Demographics: 49.9% female, 50.1% male; average age 25 years – mode 
23 years.

f l lLiteracy rate: 89.8% female, 97.7% male.
Government: Kosovo became independent on 17th February 2008, and 
is governed by a coalition of the PDK and LDK parties.
Currency: Euro.
GDP per head: €1750 (2008).p ( )
Unemployment: 42% (an average that takes account of seasonal plus 
part‐time/casual etc).
Inflation: 12.9 per cent (1st half 2008) – but now declining sharply ‐ oil, 
commodities etc).
Major industries: Agriculture Energy Mining (As % of GDP:‐ PrimaryMajor industries: Agriculture, Energy, Mining.(As % of GDP:‐ Primary 
Agriculture 7%, Mining and Manufacturing 12.5%, Services 63%(real 
estate, public admin., insurance ...etc)
Imports: €2,060 million (2008 projected). European Union (36%), 
Macedonia
(20%) S bi (11%) Chi (8%)
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(20%), Serbia (11%), China (8%)
Exports of goods and services: €419 million (2008 projected). – EU 
(37%), Macedonia (10%), Albania (10%)



Institutional and Regulatory Setup
Primary Legislation:

Regulation No 2005/3
Kosovo Assembly

Regulation No. 2005/3
On Mines and Minerals in Kosovo.

Regulation No. 2005/2
[amended by No. 2005/38]

Government of 
Kosovo

I d d t

[amended by No. 2005/38]
On the Establishment of the Independent 
Commission for Mines and Minerals.

Independent 
Commission for 

Mines and Minerals
New Mining Law:

Ministry of Energy and Mining is in process of 
upgrading the 2005/3 Regulation.

Ministry of Energy 
and Mining

upgrading the 2005/3 Regulation. 

The upgrade is focused on:
• Improvement of procedures for private sector 

involvement in developing mineral resourceso e e de e op g e a esou ces
• Roles and responsibility of Mines Inspectorate
• Roles and responsibility of Mines Rescue
• Establishment of Geological Survey
• Contents of Mining Plans

www.assembly-kosova.org
www.ks-gov.net
www.ks-gov.net/mem

k i i
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Security of tenure is maintained!

www.kosovo-mining.org
www.unmikonline.org/regulations/unmikgazette/index.htm



Overview of Mineral Resources
Kosovo has varied geology and remarkably rich 
metallogenic endowment that has supported a long 
mining history. Kosovo’s minerals sector was the 
mainstay of the economy of the former Yugoslavia.

Th l l i l hi t f K l i th tThe complex geological history of Kosovo, lying athwart 
a major geological suture between the Drina and Vardar 
Zones, indicate high prospectivity. 

The application of systematic exploration programmes 
in the new climate of direct foreign investment from the 
global mining sector should yield exploration successes g g y p
to rival those of neighbouring countries. 

Indeed, Kosovo’s complex and varied geology has 
resulted in a wide range of minerals being present in 
mineable quantities. These mineable reserves have 
enabled mining exploitation of lignite, lead zinc silver, 
nickel chrome aluminium magnesium and of coursenickel, chrome, aluminium, magnesium and, of course, 
a wide variety of construction materials.
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Key principal mineralization

Principal styles of mineralization in Kosova are:
CDR l d i il l d T i i i i T i i d C– CDR lead-zinc-silver related to Tertiary intrusions into Triassic and Cretaceous 
carbonates;

– Nickel and Chromite related to the Jurassic ophiolite successions; p

– Bauxite in the Cretaceous succession;

– Epithermal mineralization related to the Tertiary intrusions and volcanics;

– Lignite in the Miocene sedimentary basins, and 

– Various industrial mineral deposits that are important to the economy of Kosovo. 
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Top Minerals in Kosova
Lignite
Kosovo hosts probably the best Lignite reserves
In Europe with relatively low sulphur, low moisture
A d hi h l ifi l f h d it

Magnesite
The two previously operational magnesite mines
In Kosovo were privatised in 2007.  There are 

And high calorific value for such deposits.           
With estimated geological reserves of greater than
14 billion t, Kosovo is well placed to be a major 
European power producer.

Lead Zinc

p
additional indications of significance concerning 
magnesite. 

ChromeLead Zinc
The Trepca Lead Zinc Silver district is world 
class.  To give investors some indication of its 
magnitude, the Trepca mining complex 
employed more than 23,000 staff in the 
1980’s.  Much exploration is still required and 

Chrome has been mined in modest underground mining 
operations along a large weathered serpentenite trend.  
Deva Chrome previously concentrated and exported 
ore to Albania.  There is clearly excellent exploration 
potential.  

these mines will be seeking private investment 
in the near future.

Ferronickel
The three lateritic mines and the smelter complex

Copper
With such a significant Lead Zinc Silver district in play, 
and many copper/gold indications, the exploration 

i l f fi di i ifi d i i hi hThe three lateritic mines and the smelter complex 
of Ferronikeli were privatized in 2006.  There are 
Several indications of further nickel deposits which
show significant potential.

potential for finding a significant copper deposit is high.  
A major US copper producer has already undertaken a 
serious exploration program in a small concession 
area.

G ld d SilGold and Silver
Gold, Platinum and Rare Metals such as: Indium. 
Selenium, Telur, Wolfram and Vanadium are often 
present in the Lead Zinc Silver ore bodies in 
significant quantities. Fore example, by year 2000 
some 5 528 t of Silver and 11 980 kg of Gold have

Bauxite
The Bauxite mines found near Klina in Kosovo
Have been dynamic bauxite producers.  The 
Ore was exported to smelters in Romania in the
past These mines are slated for privatization in 2009
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some 5,528 t of Silver and 11,980 kg of Gold have 
been exploited as by products from Trepca mines.   

past.  These mines are slated for privatization in 2009.



Technical Programs
To ensure that Kosovo’s mineral potential is adequately promoted and developed, the ICMM has 
undertaken numerous technical programs, where most important are viewed to be:

• GeoScientific Maps
• Explosives Security System
• Kosova Quarry Plan
• Geochemical Survey

Ai b G h i l S• Airborne Geophysical Survey
• Geographical Information System
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GeoScientific Maps
ICMM Geoscientific map technical program resulted with a series of 
1:200,000 scale maps that show following features:

• Geological Map of Kosova.
• Tectonic Map of Kosova.
• Map of Minerals of Kosova.
• Hydrogeological Map of Kosova.
• Map of Mineral – And Thermal water of Kosova.
• Morpho-Orographical Structure of Kosova.

Soil Map of Kosova• Soil Map of Kosova.
• Satellite Imagery Map of Kosova.
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Airborne Geophysical Survey
The Joint Airborne-Geoscience Capability (JAC) established between the Geological Survey of 
Finland (GTK) and British Geological Survey (BGS), carried out the survey under contract to the 
ICMM.ICMM.

The airborne geophysical data wereg y
collected in 2006 (Phase 1), and 2007
(Phase 2) by the co-operative team JAC,
using a Twin-Otter fixed-wing aircraft.

The survey is being conducted at high
resolution. East-West flight lines were
200 metres apart and a nominal drape of
30 metres is maintained wherever
possible. The project involved flying
>50,000 line-km.

There were three sets of data collected:
1. Magnetic data
2. Electromagnetic data
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3. Radiometric data



Airborne Geophysical Survey

1. Magnetic Data
In overview, the magnetic data 
(MAG) respond to both at-surface 
and concealed magnetic rocks at

2. Electromagnetic data
The electromagnetic (EM) data 
comprise coupling ratios, which are 
converted to provide a measure of

3. Radiometric data
The radiometric data (RAD) 
respond to about 30 – 50 cm of the 
radiometric content of the surfaceand concealed magnetic rocks at 

all depths (a wavelength 
dependence). The variation in 
magnetic texture can be used to 
assist in identifying different rock 

converted to provide a measure of 
the bulk subsurface conductivity. 
The bulk conductivity in near-
surface materials is largely 
dependent on geology (i.e. 

radiometric content of the surface 
material and reflect the lithological
variation and the background 
response of natural radioactivity.  
Three individual natural y g

types, because the magnetic 
signature mirrors mineral texture 
and fabrics or fracturing style of the 
source rock. 

p g gy (
mineralogy) and the electrical 
conductivity of pore fluids. The 
system provides sensitivity to 
conductivity changes to depths of 

radionuclide elements Potassium 
(K-40), Thorium (Th-232) and 
Uranium (U-238) may be 
examined.y g p

(typically) between 60 and 100 m. 
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GeoDatabase Kosovo (GDK)
Starting in 2003, the ICMM has developed the GeoDatabase Kosovo (GDK) information 
management system. The information system can only be described as “state of the art”, and 
is a system of which Kosovo is justly proud. The system among many other issues, deals withis a system of which Kosovo is justly proud.  The system among many other issues, deals with 
the following issues and can be accessed on line:

• Mining Law administrative issues (handling of exploration and exploitation licences,blastingg ( g p p , g
permits, processing plant operation permits, persons and companies).

• Document handling (‘paperless office’) – all relevant documents have to be visible 
onscreen.

• Storage of all mineral relevant information (eg, deposits and occurrences).
• Management of factual geoscientific data (boreholes, samples, geochemical analyses, 

geophysical data, contaminated sites).
• Preparation of geoscientific maps – interactive digital geological maps, soil maps 

andminerals maps.

W t l t ti l i t d l ti i t i it th ICMM b itWe strongly encourage potential investors and exploration companies to visit the ICMM web site 
and offices to assess this mining and geological management information system.
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Administration 
tools www.kosovo-mining.org

www-application: 
interactive maps

Data base
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Report 
&docs

Pers.&c
omp.

Depo-
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Zones of Interest
In principle, there are three ways obtaining an exploration/exploitation license in Kosovo:

a) First come, First served
b) Competitive Tenderingb) Competitive Tendering
c) Mine Development Agreement 

I 2008 Mi i t f E d Mi i b d i l (1980’ ) i d t (i) G h i lIn 2008, Ministry of Energy and Mining, based on previously (1980’s) carried out: (i) Geophysical 
exploration, (ii) Geochemical sampling and (iii) Core Drilling, has identified nine (9) areas or 
“Zones of Interest” that now intends to launch for a competitive tendering / licensing process.

Following the 2006/2007  Airborne Geophysical Survey it can be confirmed that these areas 
corresponds with zones with geophysical anomalies. It can also be stated that the areas 
surrounding the “Zones of Interest” are found to be highly prospective.   g g y p p

Procedures for competitive tendering are currently being developed, based on model used for 
the “Sibovc” lignite mining area, that is an ongoing lignite mining/power project undertaken by 
Government of Kosovo and supported by The World Bank, European Commission and USAID.

Announcements will be published in the Mining Journal.  
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Zones of Interest Zones of special interest typically have
“hot” geophysical characteristics and 

Vllahi-Zjace: Commodity: Pb-Zn; 

g p y
drilling or other geophysical survey data.

Karace: Commodity: Pb-Zn; 

Baks: Commodity: Ni;Baks: Commodity: Ni; 

Terstenik: Commodity: Ni; 

Bushince Bolevc: : Commodity: Pb-Zn

Koretishes: Commodity: Pb-ZnKoretishes: Commodity: Pb Zn

Zhegovcit: Commodity: Pb-Zn

Debelde: Quartzite

Medvec-Halilaq: Magnesite
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Republic of Kosovop
Government of Kosovo

Ministry of Energy and Mining
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Thank you for your attention


